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Instructional Resources 

For Working with Children Who Are Deaf and Hard of Hearing 
 

The following is a list of various instructional resources that may be useful when working with 

students who are deaf or hard of hearing. This list is arranged in ten categories alphabetically. It 

is not exhaustive nor does the inclusion of any resource indicate endorsement or 

recommendation by the VDOE. 

 

Note: Links to websites and resources have been provided when possible and are updated 

regularly. If a link within this appendix does not work, consider using a search engine and key in 

a title/term to access a website/resource. (Example: Search: “Info to Go” instead of using the 

Laurent Clerc National Deaf Education Center hyperlink.) 
 

*Entries starting with an asterisk (*) may be available through Virginia’s regional TTAC lending 

libraries or through statewide loan from the VCU TTAC Library, or (804) 828-1414. 
 

+Parents of children who are deaf and hard of hearing may find entries starting with a plus (+) in 

Appendix I and Appendix E of special interest. 
 

Behavior 
 

*the Behavior Code: A Practical Guide to Understanding and Teaching the Most Challenging 

Students by Jessica Minahan/Nancy Rappaport (Harvard Education Press, 2012): This book 

describes a systematic approach for deciphering causes and patterns of difficult behaviors in 

children and how to match them with proven strategies for getting students back on track to 

learn. It includes user-friendly worksheets and resources to reduce behaviors that interfere with 

learning. While designed for K-6 grade levels, teachers of older children will benefit from its 

strategies also. (Available through sources such as amazon.com.) 

 

*the Behavior Code Companion: Strategies, Tools, and Interventions for Supporting Students 

with Anxiety-Related or Oppositional Behaviors by Jessica Minahan (Harvard Education Press, 

2014): This is an essential guide for teachers seeking additional help to support students with 

mental health needs. It contains a step-by-step guide, especially for grades K-6, to create 

successful intervention plans. Teachers of older students will find many useful strategies as well. 

(Available through sources such as amazon.com.) 

 

+Observe, Understand and Respond: The O.U.R. Children’s Safety Project: Children with 

disabilities, including children who are deaf and hard of hearing may be at a higher risk for 

bullying, abuse and neglect. Because they are not always able to communicate easily or 

understand the nuances of conversations, they may be at a higher risk of being victims. 

Information on these topics is available from the Hands & Voices O.U.R. Project.  

  

http://www3.gallaudet.edu/clerc-center/info-to-go.html
https://ttaconline.org/regional-ttacs
https://ttaconline.org/regional-ttacs
https://ttac.vcu.edu/library
http://www.handsandvoices.org/resources/OUR/index.htm
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Developmental 
 

+CDC Developmental Milestones: Checklists developed through the Centers for Disease Control 

(CDC) “Learn the Signs. Act Early” program to track child development (2 months-5 years) in the 

following areas: Social-Emotional, Language/Communication, Cognitive, and Movement/Physical 

Development.  
 

+Integrated Scales of Development (ISD): A table that outlines typical stages of development 

in the areas of listening, receptive and expressive language, speech, cognition and social 

communication (birth–48 months). Cochlear America adapted this table from several sources; it 

is available with a tracking form to monitor development. 

  

+Milestone Tracker App: A mobile app designed for parents to track a child’s milestones from 

age 2 months to 5 years with the Centers for Disease Control (CDC) checklists. 

  

+Milestones of Child Development: A Guide to Young Children’s Learning and Development 

from Birth to Kindergarten (Virginia’s Early Childhood Development Alignment Project): A 

comprehensive resource containing a set of child development indicators and strategies for adults 

designed to support the growth and development of young children from birth to kindergarten 

entry.  
 

General 
 

*Building Skills for Success in the Fast-Paced Classroom: Optimizing Achievement for 

Students with Hearing Loss: A comprehensive resource by Karen Anderson and Kathleen 

Arnoldi (Butte Publications, 2011) with evaluation materials, checklists and more to address 

communication competence, self-concept development and other skills needed to optimize 

student achievement.  
 

+Center for Accessible Technology in Sign (CATS): A comprehensive website through the 

Georgia Institute of Technology with sign language learning resources (SMARTSignDictionary) 

as well as a variety of sign supported literature and media for all ages. 

  

+The Communication Corner: Cochlear Corporation’s comprehensive site of age-appropriate 

resources designed for individuals using implant technology beginning with a short guidance 

assessment to determine the starting level (young children & families, school age, tweens & 

teens and more). Professionals can access free one-hour seminars on a range of topics related to 

(re)habilitation and education needs of children, teens and adults who use cochlear implants or 

bone anchored hearing aids (BAHA). 
 

+The Described and Captioned Media Program: The DCMP is funded by the U.S. 

Department of Education and provides a free-loan media program (video, DVD, direct 

streaming). It is a valuable resource for educational materials to supplement and enhance 

academics. It is also a good sign language resource. Teachers who work with a student with a 

hearing loss and parents are eligible for a free account from DCMP. Many materials may be 

https://www.cdc.gov/ncbddd/actearly/milestones/index.html
http://www.cochlear.com/wps/wcm/connect/in/home/support/rehabilitation-resources/early-intervention/scales-of-development-isd
https://www.cdc.gov/ncbddd/actearly/milestones-app.html
http://va.gapitc.org/wp-content/uploads/2014/03/Milestones_Revised2014.pdf
https://successforkidswithhearingloss.com/
http://www.cats.gatech.edu/
http://www.cochlear.com/wps/wcm/connect/us/communication-corner
http://www.dcmp.org/
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streamed directly to computer; others are sent via US mail and will have a postage paid sticker to 

return them. There is NO COST to the borrower. 
 

*Dual-Language Learning for Children with Hearing Loss: Assessment, Intervention and 

Program Development by Michael Douglas (MED-EL, 2002): A resource to address the 

assessment and intervention issues for children who are deaf and hard of hearing who are 

culturally and linguistically diverse (CLD). It also provides a guideline for developing a program 

for bilingual children.  
 

+Info to Go: The Laurent Clerc Center site is designed to share information and provide 

resources with professionals and families on a variety of topics related to children and youth 

(birth-21) who are deaf and hard of hearing. From the Clerc Info to Go page follow links to a 

wealth of resources on ASL, Deaf Culture, Early Intervention, Interpreting, Language and 

Communication, Transition and more.  
 

Learning A-Z: A comprehensive online resource of evidence based PreK-6 grade learning 

resources to support instruction in reading, writing, vocabulary, science and test taking skills. 

Raz-Plus and Raz Kids on this site have a variety of age appropriate stories with vocabulary 

especially needed for English language learners.  
 

Odyssey: A magazine on deaf education topics published annually by the Clerc Center and free 

of charge to people on the Clerc Center mailing list. Odyssey is available both in print and 

online.  
 

Outreach Services, Virginia School for the Deaf and Blind: An extensive list of useful 

resources useful for professionals working with students who are deaf and hard of hearing and 

their families on a variety of topics is posted on the Outreach Services site.   
 

+Students with Cochlear Implants – Guidelines for Educational Program Planning: A 

resource designed to facilitate discussion among professionals and families for monitoring 

educational programming and supports for communication access for students with cochlear 

implants.  

 

+Supporting Success for Children with Hearing Loss: a comprehensive website with 

resources to address listening, social communication and learning issues for children who are 

deaf and hard of hearing. Several assessment tools including the Functional Listening Evaluation 

and the LIFE-R, (see Appendix E, Auditory/Listening Skills Assessments) are available on this 

website.  
 

Language (Spoken and Visual) 
 

ASL Content Standards: Kindergarten – Grade 12: The K-12 ASL Content Standards consist 

of five Anchor Standards that describe the general expectations that students learning ASL as a 

first language should meet across grades K-12. The subsequent grade-level standards delineate 

the specific knowledge and skills that students should demonstrate as they progress. 

http://www.medel.com/
http://www3.gallaudet.edu/clerc-center/info-to-go.html
https://www.learninga-z.com/
http://www3.gallaudet.edu/clerc-center/our-resources/odyssey-magazine.html
https://www.vsdb.k12.va.us/vsdb/outreach
http://www3.gallaudet.edu/clerc-center/info-to-go.html
https://successforkidswithhearingloss.com/
https://www.gallaudet.edu/k-12-asl-content-standards


 

Information on lessons aligned with the ASL Content Standards is available at American Sign 

Language Curriculum, Instruction, Assessment. 
 

 

*Cottage Acquisition Scales For Listening, Language, and Speech (CASLLS): a progress- 

monitoring instrument including a developmental checklist for assessment and planning for 

diagnostic therapy. The language section includes steps from pre-verbal through to complex 

sentences including pragmatic development. *CASLLS Companion: is a companion to the 

Simple Sentence and Complex Sentence CASLLS that provides explanations and samples of 

grammatical forms as well as activity ideas and resources for eliciting language structures. 

  

The English Center: An online unit of Gallaudet University’s Tutorial and Instructional 

Programs designed for secondary level students with basic information and strategies on Writing 

(Process and Type), Grammar and Vocabulary, Reading ESL), Citations and References. 

  

*Language Adventure Curriculum (LAC): a three-year comprehensive, spiraling curriculum 

of thematic units designed for use primarily with students who are deaf and hard of hearing who 

are developing listening and spoken language skills in preschool, PreK and kindergarten levels. 

The LAC may be used effectively in early elementary grades as well as adapted for use with 

children who use visual language communication systems (e.g., ASL, Cued Speech). Each unit 

of study has more than 300 pages of classroom activities, vocabulary and a listing of 

related children's literature.  
 

Language & Literacy Development in Children Who are Deaf, by Barbara Schirmer, Allyn & 

Bacon, 2000. (Available through sources such as amazon.com.) 

 

Language Learning in Children who are Deaf and Hard of Hearing: Multiple Pathways, by 

Susan Easterbrooks, Sharon Baker, Allyn & Bacon, 2002. (Available through sources such as 

amazon.com.) 

 

*+Learn to Talk Around the Clock: An early listening and spoken language learning resource 

of activities for professionals working with families of infants and young children who are deaf 

and hard of hearing.  
 

+The Listening Room: A free resource provided by Advanced Bionics on their Hearing Journey 

website, with age-appropriate activities and ideas to support the practice of listening and 

language skills with infants and toddlers, older children, teens and more. 

  

Phonetics: The Sounds of American English: an online resource for showing articulation of 

speech sounds.  
 

+Rehabilitation Lesson Kits: MED-EL created a series of themed lesson kits to support 

listening and spoken language learning sessions with children who are d/hh. Activities may be 

easily adapted for children who use visual/sign language. Themed lesson kits are available for 

free download by subscribing to MED-EL’s Professional Blog.   
 

4 

https://www.aslcia.com/
https://www.aslcia.com/
http://www.sunshinecottage.org/
http://www.gallaudet.edu/tutorial-and-instructional-programs/english-center
http://www.sunshinecottage.org/
https://www.learntotalkaroundtheclock.com/
http://www.hearingjourney.com/
http://soundsofspeech.uiowa.edu/resources/english/english.html
https://blog.medel.pro/rehabilitation-lesson-kit-1/
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+Speech Sounds: Cochlear America developed two free downloadable PDF resources for 

parents and professionals to supplement learning of vowels and consonants in a developmental 

age-appropriate way for young children who are deaf and hard of hearing and focusing on 

listening and spoken language learning. Search: Speech Sounds: Vowels-Cochlear and Speech 

Sounds Consonants HOPE. 

 

*Speech Perception Instructional Curriculum and Evaluation (SPICE): a program used to 

evaluate and develop auditory skills in children as young as 3 years old who have hearing loss. 
  

Speechreading: A Way to Improve Understanding, 2nd ed. rev. by H. Kaplan, S. Bally and C. 

Garretson. Gallaudet University Press, 1985: a resource providing exercises for speechreading. 

  

Literacy (Reading/Writing) 
 

The Apple Tree Curriculum for Developing Written Language, 2nd ed. is a language system 

that provides a sequence of procedures for the construction and development of basic English 

sentence structures. Search the gander publishing website. 
 

Failure Free Reading: A language development and reading comprehension program designed 

for lowest literacy readers. 
 

Fairview Learning Program: A reading program designed for students who are deaf or hard of 

hearing that includes Adapted Dolch Word Lists and Bridge Lists (English phrases which require 

more than a single-word to single-sign translation for understanding).   
 

+Fifteen Principles for Reading to Deaf Children: Principles developed at the Clerc Center 

sharing effective practices for how to read aloud in American Sign Language to deaf and hard of 

hearing children, based on research on how Deaf parents read to their Deaf children. The 

resource is provided in print and ASL. 
 

Fingerspelling Our Way to Reading: This is an evidence-based, supplementary literacy 

program for students who are deaf and hard of hearing (K-2nd grade). FOWR is designed to 

enhance phonological awareness of fingerspelled words to help increase expressive and receptive 

fingerspelling skills and identification of printed words as well as provide reading opportunities 

using fingerspelled words in sentences and stories. 

 

Foundations for Literacy: An Intervention for Young Children Who Are Deaf and Hard of 

Hearing: Foundations is a curriculum designed primarily for children ages 3-6 years who are 

d/hh to teach fundamental reading skills. It builds a foundation in alphabetic knowledge and 

phonological awareness while providing a variety of opportunities for language growth.   

https://cid.edu/professionals/shop/cid-spice-2nd-edition/
http://gupress.gallaudet.edu/2746.html
http://ganderpublishing.com/
http://www.failurefree.com/
https://www.fairviewlearning.com/
http://www3.gallaudet.edu/clerc-center/info-to-go/literacy.html
https://clad.education.gsu.edu/curriculum/fingerspelling-way-reading/
https://clad.education.gsu.edu/foundations-literacy-home/
https://clad.education.gsu.edu/foundations-literacy-home/
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Orton-Gillingham Program: a multi-sensory approach to reading instruction designed for 

students with dyslexia.  
 

Planning for Literacy Instruction: A Sharing Ideas series paper by Martha French, 1999. 

  

+Read Aloud 15 Minutes: A national campaign to promote the importance of reading with 

young children. The site has a variety of free downloads (English and Spanish) to educate and 

encourage families about the importance of reading.  
 

Reading Milestones: Each level of the program includes 10 readers with 6 stories per book. 

Features include syntax and vocabulary control (number of new words per story, multiple 

meanings, word structure). Vocabulary sources include Dolch List and a revised core 

vocabulary, grades 1-8.  
 

+Reading Rockets: A national multimedia project that offers research-based reading strategies, 

lessons and activities designed for young readers. Resources on this site are designed to assist 

educators and parents help struggling readers build fluency, vocabulary and comprehension 

skills. “Rocket Blasts” is an email newsletter service to stay current on the latest news on 

reading, literacy, early childhood and elementary education issues. 
 

ReadWriteThink: A comprehensive resource, sponsored by the International Literacy 

Association and National Council of Teachers of English, to provide educators with access to the 

highest quality practices and resources in reading and language arts instruction.   
 

See-the-Sound Visual Phonics: a visual-gestural tool designed to represent phonemes visually. 

As a literacy strategy, Visual Phonics may help students in learning the sound-letter connections 

important in early reading. Professional development in STS Visual Phonics is available through 

VNOC Services, or call (804) 828-1342. 
 

*SKI-HI Curriculum, Volume 2: Early Communication, Language and Literacy: This 

comprehensive two-volume curriculum is designed for early intervention providers to work 

effectively with families of infants and young children who are deaf and hard of hearing. The 

information in volume two, Literacy provides a framework, strategies and activities to encourage 

early literacy skill development. 
 

*Starting with Assessment: A Developmental Approach to Deaf Children’s Literacy by Martha 

M. French (Gallaudet, 1999): A two-volume text to assess learning needs, describe skills and 

determine instructional goals for students who are deaf and hard of hearing. Volume 2 includes 

the Kendall Conversational Proficiency Levels assessment. (See Appendix E.)   

https://www.orton-gillingham.com/
http://www3.gallaudet.edu/Documents/Clerc/SI-Planning.pdf
http://www.readaloud.org/
http://www.proedinc.com/
http://www.readingrockets.org/
http://www.readwritethink.org/
http://www.seethesound.org/
http://www.vcu.edu/partnership/VNOC
http://www.hopepubl.com/
http://clerccenter2.gallaudet.edu/products/?id=183
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Touch Phonics: A multi-sensory program designed for at risk, English language learners and 

students with special needs. Search: Touch Phonics. 
 

Wilson Reading Program: A reading and writing program designed for upper elementary and 

high school students who have difficulty with written language in the areas of decoding and 

spelling.  

 

Multiple Disabilities/Deaf Plus 
 

Essential for Living – Professional Practitioner’s Handbook: a functional skills curriculum, 

assessment and skill-tracking instrument for students with moderate to severe disabilities. It is 

especially useful for learners with limited language skills, minimal daily living skills and/or 

severe problem behavior.  
 

+Literacy for Children with Combined Vision and Hearing Loss: Online resource developed 

by the National Consortium on Deaf-Blindness (NCLB) designed to present instructional 

strategies for children with dual sensory challenges.  
 

*+Understanding and Interacting with Infants and Toddler and Preschool Aged Children 

with Deaf-Blindness: A manual with information and activities specifically for persons working 

with infants and young children who are deafblind or who have both visual and hearing 

impairments. It includes user-friendly topics, illustrations and activity ideas in a variety of areas.  
 

Verbal Behavior Milestones Assessment and Placement Program (VB-MAPP): a criterion- 

referenced assessment tool, curriculum guide and skill tracking system designed for children 

with autism and other individuals who demonstrate language delays. 

  

School Subjects (Math/Science/Social Studies) 
 

DeafTEC STEM Sign Video Dictionary: The Technological Education Center for Deaf and 

Hard of Hearing Students produced a STEM ASL online dictionary to provide standard signs for 

terms used in information technology, lab sciences and math.  

 

National Library of Virtual Manipulatives (NLVM): A National Science Foundation 

supported project. The NLVM is a digital library of Java applets and activities for K-12 

Mathematics.  
 

NTID Science Signs Lexicon: An online sign glossary developed at the National Technical 

Institute of the Deaf of signs for use in mathematics and science classes including common math 

terms, biology, chemistry, earth science and more.   
 

  

http://eps.schoolspecialty.com/
http://www.wilsonlanguage.com/
https://difflearn.com/products/essential-for-living-practitioners-handbook
http://literacy.nationaldb.org/
https://hopepubl.com/categories.php
https://hopepubl.com/categories.php
http://www.marksundberg.com/vb-mapp.htm
http://deaftec.org/stem-sign-video-dictionary
http://nlvm.usu.edu/en/nav/vlibrary.html
https://wiki.rit.edu/display/sciencelexicon/Science%2BSigns%2BLexicon
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NTID Social Science Signs Lexicon: An online sign glossary developed at the National 

Technical Institute of the Deaf of signs for use in social studies classes including geography, U.S 

and world history, government and more. 

  

Newsela Instructional Content Platform: An online site that provides differentiated, high- 

interest texts organized by content area for grades 2 through high school. 

  

The SOL Enhanced Scope and Sequence Plus (ESS +): The History/Social Science SOL 

Enhanced Scope and Sequence PLUS (ESS+) (based on the 2008 History SOL) lessons, 

developed by the VDOE, provide specific options for differentiating each lesson for students 

with disabilities and/or limited English proficiency. Access the History ESS PLUS lessons 

At ttaconline (or go to the VA Assessments tab > Standards of Learning (SOL) > Search: 

History & Social Science SOL Enhanced Scope and Sequence PLUS Lessons). Instructional 

Strategies in English, Mathematics, History/Social Sciences are available for special 

populations, including Students who are Deaf and Hard of Hearing at ttaconline (or go to the 

VA Assessments tab > Standards of Learning (SOL) > Instructional Strategies). 

 

The Strategic Instruction Model (SIM): a project developed at the University of Kansas Center 

for Research on Learning (CRL) to promote effective teaching of critical content and increase 

the performance of at-risk students through research-based interventions in grades 4-12. The 

SIM’s content enhancement routines and learning strategies curriculum were designed by the 

CRL to meet the needs of academically diverse students effectively in both general education 

and special education classrooms. Information and trainings are available through regional 

TTACs.  
 

Self-Determination 
 

The Expanded Core Curriculum for Students Who are Deaf or Hard of Hearing (ECC- 

DHH): The Iowa Department of Education’s guidance document is recognized by NASDSE as a 

resource for IFSP and IEP team members designed to help address the areas of learning unique 

to students who are deaf and hard of hearing.  
 

Rule the School: Games and activities, designed for students who are deaf and hard of hearing, 

to promote self-advocacy skills. 
 

*Steps to Success: A Scope and Sequence of Skills for Students who are Deaf/Hard of Hearing: 

Perception, Processing, Self-Knowledge and Advocacy Development by Lynn Price (2016): A 

resource manual for use with students who are deaf and hard of hearing in grades K through 12. 

StS is designed to develop skills that will enable a student to become an effective listener, a 

successful communicator, a proficient reader, and a knowledgeable consumer of goods and 

services related to hearing needs. StS may be used alone or in conjunction with a language 

curriculum, content vocabulary instruction, and an auditory skills development program.  

 

Transition Age 

 

*C.O.A.C.H. Self Advocacy & Transition Skills for Secondary Students who are Deaf or Hard 

of Hearing by Lynne Price (2014): A resource for use with transition age students who are deaf 

and hard of hearing to address self-advocacy and problem-solving skills.  

https://wiki.rit.edu/display/SSSL/Social%2BScience%2BSigns%2BLexicon%2BHome
https://newsela.com/
http://ttaconline.org/search-sol-ess
ttaconline%20http:/ttaconline.org/instructional-strategies
http://www.ttaconline.org/
https://wvde.state.wv.us/osp/ECC-DHHJanuary2013.pdf
https://wvde.state.wv.us/osp/ECC-DHHJanuary2013.pdf
https://rule-the-school.com/
https://successforkidswithhearingloss.com/
https://successforkidswithhearingloss.com/
https://successforkidswithhearingloss.com/
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DeafVerse – Choose Your Future: This interactive game supports the development of self- 

advocacy skills as students navigate common situations in a variety of settings including 

community, school, and the workplace. The student can test out responses to situations, 

challenges, and conflicts that are part of the deaf experience and frequently encountered 

throughout real life. Students practice how to make their own decisions, see the impact of their 

decisions, and learn more about their legal rights.  
 

I Want To Work: A two-volume resource (workbook and partner guide) designed to assist 

people with intellectual and other disabilities to address information useful in obtaining 

employment including identifying likes, dislikes and interests, considering supports needed to be 

successful at work and preparing a resume. Available by calling the Partnership for People with 

Disabilities: (804) 828-1335 or at the person centered practices website.  
 

Map-It: What Comes Next: An interactive online training tool designed for transition-aged 

students who are deaf and hard of hearing to identify their skills, personal interests and consider 

what they might do after high school. Video vignettes signed in ASL with spoken English and 

written transcriptions, self-assessments, and a series of interactive questions are provided. These 

guide students as they identify their goals and develop strategies to achieve them. All interactive 

materials are saved and compiled in an electronic portfolio.  
 

*Summer Jobs and Beyond: A Guide for Teens with Hearing Loss and the Adults Who Work 

with Them by Claire Blatchford (Clark Mainstream Services, 2009): A workbook to address 

topics related to job and internship finding, including resume building, preparing for an interview 

and more for teens who are deaf and hard of hearing. 

  

Note: This list was extracted from the Guidelines for Working with Students who are Deaf and Hard 

of Hearing in Virginia Public Schools, (2019), Appendix I-Instructional Resources, by Ann Hughes, 

Educational Specialist of Technical Assistance Center for Children Who are Deaf and Hard of Hearing, 

Partnership for People with Disabilities, Virginia Commonwealth University 

The VA Guidelines are scheduled to be posted on the Virginia Department of Education website 

Spring, 2019.  

https://www.nationaldeafcenter.org/game
http://www.personcenteredpractices.org/
https://dcmp.org/learn/465-map-it-what-comes-next-module
http://www.clarkeschools.org/services/educational-products/store
http://www.doe.virginia.gov/

